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The Stella promotes and nurtures 
the rich diversity and excellence 
of our literary talent both 
nationally and beyond our shores. 
The recognition it provides 
encourages our writers to think 
big, take risks, and pursue creative 
pathways to meet the challenges of 
our time. Alexis Wright
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Stella acknowledges the 
traditional custodians of the 
lands on which we live, learn 
and work. We acknowledge  
their sovereignty and songlines.  
We pay our respects to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. We embrace 
and celebrate the earliest 
storytellers and the oldest 
cultures in the world.



WELCOME TO THE 2024 STELLA ANNUAL REPORT TABLE OF CONTENTS

This report is intended to:

• Reiterate the vision and purpose of Stella

• Share the progress in 2024
towards achieving our mission

• Articulate our aspiration for the future and
the strategic initiatives that realise
these aspirations

• Provide	an	update	on	the	financial	position
of Stella

• Thank our supporters for their ongoing
commitment to championing gender equity
and cultural change in Australian literature
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FIONA SWEET

Now in its 13th year, Stella continues to evolve, expand and 
attract cYrioYs aYdiences [LicL� Qost iQportantP]� sYpport
renowned Australian women writers. In my inaugural year 
as CEO I have enjoyed literature which has deeply impacted 
and changed me. Looking back at our achievements in the 
Past ʌnanciaP ]ear� - aQ LYQFPed F] tLe sYpport oJ oYr Zast
StePPa net[orO� 8Le Pri^e� oYr aQFassadors and StePPa (a]
Out are helping us become a truly national organisation with 
broad reach across the whole country. 

I am thrilled to announce that we have seven new 
ambassadors all of whom have a major role to play in 
sharing Stella's message with the broader community. I 
would like to thank the following fabulous women for their 
wisdom and willingness to engage with all things Stella: 
Catherine Andrews, VIC; Virginia Haussegger AM, ACT; 
Tanya Hosch, SA; Clare Martin AO, NT; Paula McLean, NSW; 
%nna 6e]noPds� 8%S� 'oYrtne] Ste[art� 50(�

-n OeepinK [itL oYr nationaP strateK]� tLis ʌnanciaP ]ear [e
cePeFrated tLe ʌrst t[o StePPa (a]s 3Yt in 1ePFoYrne and
,oFart [itL attentiZe and appreciatiZe aYdiences� Si\ Qore
StePPa (a]s 3Yt are taOinK pPace in tLe second LaPJ oJ �����
across both regional and metropolitan Australia. I have been 
oZer[LePQed F] tLe siKniʌcance oJ tLese eZents Jor oYr
audiences.

StePPa (a]s 3Yt ensYre tLat oYr Qission to proQote FooOs
by women writers does not only extend  to the current prize 
winners, but to all of our 144 past long listers, short listers 
and winners. People don’t respond to facts, they respond to 
stories. We know that in order to change the conversation 
we must continue sharing these stories.

When we speak we are afraid 
our words will not be heard or 
welcomed. But when we are 
silent, we are still afraid. So it is 
better to speak.   Audre Lorde

This year we had a very special milestone for the Stella 
Pri^e [itL %Pe\is ;riKLt FeinK tLe ʌrst person to [in Jor tLe
second time with Praiseworthy, a novel that defies category 
and linearity to tell a story of land, culture and community. 
%Pe\is� second StePPa [in siKniʌes a cLanKinK %YstraPian
literary canon.
Our programs include talks within Australian writers’ 
festivals, corporate events and a strong partnership with the 
Melbourne Graduate School of Education which enables us 
to expand our educational impact.
I have been overwhelmed by the support and care of our 
invaluable donors. Many have been with us since Stella's 

inception in 2012. They are the backbone of the work we 
do. I am proud to continue delivering Stella’s promise to be 
the major voice for gender equity and cultural change in 
Australian literature. 

Although the Prize money is now endowed, thanks to 
the generous support of our donors and the hard work 
of the board, operational and program funding requires 
oYr onKoinK attention� ;e are JocYsinK on Kro[inK sePJ�
generated income, diversifying our funding streams with 
government support and increasing philanthropy. We willl 
continue this focus in 2025.

Stella has punched above its weight for the last 13 years, 
increasing women writers’ prominence and media presence, 
sharing stories and creating a national focus for literature. 
Looking ahead, I am seeking to expand our impact by 
connecting Stella stories with men and adolescent boys, 
so they too can experience the essence of our great 
storytellers.

Finally I want to thank Keren Murray, our outgoing Board 
Chair for her invaluable contributions over the last 7 years, 
aPP tLe sYpporters� tLe sta˒� tLe readers� tLe &oard� donors�
Government funders and interns/volunteers who have all 
entrusted us to continue the journey to support women 
[riters and LePp to siKniʌcantP] cLanKe tLe conZersation
about gender.
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FROM THE CHAIR 
KEREN MURRAY

FROM THE TREASURER
MARY LATHAM

Stella is a heart project. It reflects a collective love of books, 
reading and stories. Founded in 2012, it is driven by a collective 
commitment to gender equality and generating cultural change 
through literature. 

Stella is also a mind project. Stories help us to understand 
ourselves and connect with others and the world. Stories 
shape what we value as a culture and what we see as possible.

Since I joined the board 7 years ago, it has been a privilege to see 
Stella achieve so much. 
• In 2018, we became one of few literary prizes to award money 

to PonK Pisted aYtLors� as [ePP as sLort�Pistees and tLe [inner�
ȣ -n ����� [e e\panded tLe Pri^e to incPYde non�Finar] aYtLors�

recognising that the concept of gender and experience of 
gender inequality is not static. 

• In 2020, the Stella Count found that the number of books by 
women reviewed in major Australian publications reached 
and surpassed parity with the number of reviews of books by 
men.

• Throughout 2020 and 2021, we weathered lockdowns, 
FecoQinK tLe ʌrst Piterar] pri^e in %YstraPia to Ko onPine�

• In 2022, we included collections of poetry as contenders for 
the Prize, with two extraordinary poets winning in 2022 
and 2023. 

• In 2022, we increased the money awarded to the winner from 
$50,000 to $60,000.

• On our tenth anniversary, we endowed the Prize through 
the Stella Forever Fund with the generous support of many 
donors. 

ȣ -n ����� [e PaYncLed StePPa (a] 3Yt to FrinK StePPa [riters
to communities across Australia.

• In 2024, we made history as First Nations writer, Alexis 
Wright, won the Prize for the second time with her beautiful 
work, Praiseworthy.

Throughout this time, we have collaborated on educational 
initiatives, writers’ residencies and with writers’ festivals around 
the country. 

Thank you to our supporters, donors and partners who make 
it possible for Stella to promote gender equality in Australian 
literature and ensure that women’s stories are widely read and 
celebrated. As I step down as chair, I thank the wonderful Stella 
board and team for your commitment, creativity and hard work. 
I warmly welcome Stella’s new Chair, Megan McCracken. Stella’s 
future is bright. 

As Treasurer, I work closely with the board and the 
e\ecYtiZe teaQ to oZersee tLe ʌnanciaP LeaPtL and
sustainability of the Stella Prize and its various programs. 
;e [orO to ensYre transparent ʌnanciaP reportinK� and
the alignment of our resources with our strategic goals. 
&] enLancinK StePPa�s ʌnanciaP resiPience� [e are aFPe
to support a diverse range of programs, awards, and 
initiatives that spotlight and empower Australian women 
authors.

8Le ʌnanciaP ]ear Lad its cLaPPenKes� as [e Jaced
increases in our costs and a constrained fundraising 
environment. However, despite this we were able to 
achieve:
ȣ %n operatinK sYrpPYs� [itL no siKniʌcant cost

increases.
ȣ +ro[tL in oYr )ndo[Qent 6eserZe � [LicL JYnds tLe

annual Stella Prize money in perpetuity.
• Grants from new donors and revenue from new 

events – part of our strategy of expanding our 
sources of revenue.

With the ongoing support of our donors and funders, and 
oYr sYstainaFPe ʌnanciaP practices� [e [iPP ensYre tLat
StePPa reQains a d]naQic� Jor[ard�PooOinK orKanisation
dedicated to advancing gender equity in Australian 
literature.
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Stella is the major voice for 
gender equity and cultural 
change in Australian 
literature.

Our vision is to create an 
Australian society that 
recognises and values the 
cultural contribution and 
diversity of women’s stories.

Stella strives to promote 
books by Australian women, 
support greater participation 
in the world of literature, 
and create a more equitable 
and vibrant national culture.
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The 
Stella
Prize

Stella
Research

Stella
Programs

1.5B+

15%

2K+

5+

2x

TOTAL AUDIENCE for all 
local publication outlets 
featuring coverage

Demonstrated uplift in 
women authors in review 
pages between 2012-20 
through the Stella Count

Stella Day Out attendees 
across Hobart and 
Melbourne

National Writers Festivals 
hosting Stella writers 
(Sydney, Bendigo, 
Sorrento, Melbourne and 
Canberra)

SALES increase for titles 
announced for shortlist 

International 
PR reach

Beyond The Count

7+

Global festivals

via media channels 

New research to understand the 
gender balance of books being 
studied in schools

Stella Day Out events planned 
for Brisbane, Curban, Canberra, 
Sydney, Ballarat, Orange and 
Melbourne

Stella-listed authors invited to 
international festivals

OUR PILLARS S)0)'8)( ,-+,0-+,8S ͧ*=��ͨ 396 033/ͭ%,)%(
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Stella’s presence is national
and we are expanding to 
regional centres

Stella Day Out Perth 
(May 2025) in 
partnership with the 
State Library of 
Western Australia

Stella Prize Longlist 
(March 2024 and 2025) 
in partnership with the 
Adelaide Writer’s Week



Stella on the Go � tLe Jree StePPa
FooO proKraQ � launched in June 
2024, reaching public transport 
users across Australia

Stella Day Out 
Brisbane (2024) 
reaching 530 people

Stella Prize (2024) 
reaching 10,000+ 

Stella Day Out 
Melbourne (2023) 
reaching 435 people

Sydney Stella Shortlist 
announcement (2023) 
reaching 1,354 people

Stella Day Out Hobart 
(2024) reaching 254 
people
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2024 STELLA PRIZE
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Katia Ariel 
The Swift Dark Tide
S,3680-S8)(

0aYra )Pi^aFetL ;ooPPett
West Girls

Sanya Rushdi  
Hospital
S,3680-S8)(

Alexis Wright  
Praiseworthy 
WINNER

Hayley Singer  Abandon 
Every Hope: Essays for 
the Dead  S,3680-S8)(

Emily O’Grady  
Feast
S,3680-S8)(

Stephanie Bishop  
The Anniversary

Ali Cobby Eckermann 
She is the Earth

Maggie MacKellar 
Graft

Kate Mildenhall  
The Hummingbird 
Effect

Melissa Lucashenko 
Edenglassie

Katherine Brabon  
Body Friend
S,3680-S8)(

STELLA PRIZE 
2024 
LONGLIST

In 2024 we partnered with the 
Adelaide Writers Week for the 
ʌrst tiQe to annoYnce tLe
2024 longlisted writers.



Each year Stella is proud to bring 
together an incredible group of 
Australian writers, critics, journalists, 
broadcasters, and thinkers to judge 
the Stella Prize. 

Thank you to Beejay Silcox (Chair), 
Eleanor Jackson, Cheryl Leavy, Bram 
Presser� and (r =Zes 6ees Jor tLeir
enthusiasm, intelligence, and rigour 
in judging the 2024 Stella Prize.

2024 STELLA PRIZE
.9(+)S

STELLA PRIZE 
2024 
JUDGES

Beejay Silcox (Chair)

Eleanor Jackson

Bram Presser

Cheryl Leavy

(r =Zes 6ees
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Praiseworthy is mighty in every conceivable 
way: mighty of scope, mighty of fury, 
mighty of craft, mighty of humour, mighty of 
language, mighty of heart. Praiseworthy is 
not only a great Australian novel – perhaps 
the great Australian novel – it is also a great 
Waanyi novel. And it is written in the wild 
hope that, one day, all Australian readers 
might understand just what that means. I 
do not understand. Not yet. But I can feel 
history calling to me in these pages. Calling 
to all of us. Imagine if we listened.
&)).%= S-0'3<� .9(+)SȜ ',%-6

2024 PRIZE WINNER
ALEXIS WRIGHT

STELLA PRIZE 
2024  WINNER

ALEXIS WRIGHT
PRAISEWORTHY

12

The Stella has 
now achieved 
international 
recognition as 
an important 
benchmark 
of literary 
achievement.
ALEXIS WRIGHT 2024

2024 Stella Prize winner, Alexis Wright Image: Samantha Meuleman



2024 PRIZE WINNER
ALEXIS WRIGHT

-n 1a]� StePPa [as dePiKLted to a[ard tLe t[eP˗L annYaP
Stella Prize to First Nations writer Alexis Wright for her 
remarkable Praiseworthy. Wright, a proud member of the 
Waanyi Nation, has long been celebrated for her profound 
narratives that intertwine Indigenous wisdom, cultural 
heritage and contemporary realities. Praiseworthy continues 
tLis tradition F] o˒erinK readers a QesQeri^inK NoYrne] into
the heart of Australia’s landscapes and the human spirit. 

The announcement was made at a major celebration of 
%YstraPian [oQenȜs [ritinK� LePd at tLe -an Potter 5YeenȜs
Hall in partnership with State Library Victoria. 

%Pe\is ;riKLt Las Qade Listor] F] FecoQinK tLe ʌrst aYtLor
to win the Stella Prize twice, receiving $60,000 thanks to 
the generous support of the Copyright Agency, McLean 
Foundation and Stella Forever Fund. This monumental 
achievement marks a historic moment in Australian 
literature and underscores Wright’s exceptional talent and 
contribution to storytelling. 

The Stella Prize continues to fortify its place as a vital 
presence in Australia’s literary landscape by platforming 
and amplifying the voices and stories of women authors.

• Amount awarded to winner  $60,000

• Views of Award Night Speech on YouTube  20,000+

The quality of this year’s books 
has been extraordinary. The 
twelve longlisted and six 
shortlisted books for the 2024 
Stella Prize have earned a well-
deserved place in the history of 
the Stella Prize. Today we 
celebrate these 12 books and 
announce the winner of the 2024 
Stella Prize, Alexis Wright, for 
Praiseworthy, a gender-bending, 
canon-breaking novel that has 
been described by international 
media as the most ambitious and 
accomplished Australian novel of 
this century.  FIONA SWEET, STELLA CEO

2024 Stella Prize winner announcement  Image: Samantha Meuleman  13



STELLA PRIZE STATISTICS

LONGLIST COMPOSITION

3 / 12 
First Nations 
authors 

2 / 12 
PreZioYs stePPa�
listed authors 

2 / 12 
(eFYt aYtLors

4 / 12 
2on�ʌction or
memoir titles

ENTRY STATISTICS

03'%8-32 ͭ 291&)6 3* )286-)S &= S8%8)

AGE OF ENTRANTS

NSW

��ͭ�� =)%6S

VIC

��ͭ�� =)%6S

50(

��ͭ�� =)%6S

WA

��͵ =)%6S

SA Overseas ACT TAS NT

)ntries to ���� Pri^e � one oJ tLe stronKest entr]
pools in the Stella Prize’s 13 year history. 

Segmentation

268 243 Women entries

134 11 2on�Finar] entries

86 13 Indigenous authors

48 15 Regional Australian entries

121

6

86

118

17

110

16

30

12 5 4 2 0

Total

Fiction

2on ʌction

Poetry
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ECONOMIC IMPACT
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4 Weeks Before 
Longlist to w/e 
02/03/24

� ;eeOs a˗er
Longlist to w/e 
30/03/24

� ;eeOs a˗er
Shortlist w/e 
27/04/24

� ;eeOs a˗er ;inner
Announcement to w/e 
25/05/24

36 43 49 44

%˗er PonK Pist annoYnceQent %˗er sLort Pist annoYnceQent %˗er [inninK annoYnceQent

268% 153% 56%

243 Women entries
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It has been an honour to chair 
the 2024 Stella Prize, and to read 
alongside such a compassionate 
and insightful panel. My deepest 
thanks to my fellow judges: 
Eleanor Jackson, Bram Presser, 
Yves Rees and Cheryl Leavy. It is 
my second year in a row reading 
for Stella. Since August of 2022, 
I’ve read close to 500 works by 
Australian women writers. The 
heartbeat of Australian writing 
is here. These writers deserve a 
global readership. It is culturally 
damning that the great majority 
of them struggle to eke out a 
sustainable career at home.
Beejay Silcox, Chair of judges
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2024 STELLA REACH

220

42

1,458

23

9.4K

Prize night

Newsletters

2024 Prize
Night

Giveaways

Facebook
Followers

134

71%

691

12.8K

445

Long & Short 
List Events

Open rate

Winner's 
Speech

Instagram 
Followers

Social Post 
engagement

578

9,998

562

23.6K

871 9,429

Stella Day Out

Subscriber Newsletter 
Audience

Stella Day Out  
Melbourne & Hobart

Instagram views

LinkedIn
Followers

TikTok views

0-:) %9(-)2')S

(-+-8%0 1%6/)8-2+

LIVESTREAM VIEWS

S3'-%0 1)(-%
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The	first	Stella	Count	findings	in	
2012 showed that the 
representation of women 
authors in literary reviews was 
only 40% compared to their 
male counterparts. 
In comparison, the 2019 Stella 
Count showed 53% of books 
reviewed in Australian 
publications were by women, 
with this trend increasing to a 
remarkable 55% in 2020. 

But it wasn’t all good news.  
Our	findings	showed	that	feature	
reviews continue to be 
dominated by men and 'gender 
siloing'  (e.g. men reviewing 
books by men and women 
reviewing books by women) 
continues to be a feature of  
the book reviewing landscape. 

The Stella Count is the leading statistical analysis of gender 
bias	in	the	field	of	book	reviewing	in	Australia.	The	Count	
surveys all Australian publications to collect and interpret 
data on the gender of authors and reviewers, length and 
genre of books reviewed.

Due	to	the	unforeseen	disruptions	of	the	Covid-19	Pandemic	
and subsequent lockdowns, The Count has not been 
conducted since 2020. This year marked the revival of The 
Count in partnership with our supporter Isentia, the leading 
media monitoring company, completing 2021, 2022, 2023 
and	2024	research	this	year	with	the	final	reports	available	
in 2025. In the next phase of The Count, Stella will dissect 
the data focusing on regions, age, intersectionality, cultural 
background and alternative review platforms such as 
booktok and bookstagram.

We want to personally thank our long time researchers 
Julianne Lamond, Associate Professor of English in the 
School of Literature, Languages and Linguistics at Australian 
National	University	and	Dr	Melinda	Harvey	Lecturer	in	
English, Program Coordinator, Literary Studies, School of 
Languages, Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics, Monash 
University.

These	new	findings	–	which	see	gender	parity	not	only	
reached, but exceeded – show that actively holding the 
sector to account works. Through our research and 
advocacy work, Stella is proud to have prompted meaningful 
change within the Australian book reviewing industry. 

The Count is proudly supported by Isentia, Monash 
University, Australian National University.

STELLA RESEARCH

THE STELLA COUNT
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GENDER PARITY

THE FOCUS OF THE STELLA 
COUNT IN 2025 WILL BE 
COMPLETING OUR STATISTICAL 
ANALYSIS FOR 2020-2024

Overall representation of 
women writers in Australian 
reZie[ paKes ���� � �����
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A literary festival that celebrates the 
work of Australian women writers.

StePPa (a] 3Yt is a Jree one�da] Piterar] JestiZaP tLat
celebrates and promotes the outstanding contributions 
oJ [oQen [riters to %YstraPian PiteratYre� StePPa (a] 3Yt
ensures continued support for all Stella authors keeping 
the festival free, we engage a diverse range of 
audiences across Australia and connect communities 
to literary events which help to empower women 
writers. 

This year we programmed: 

Stella Day Out Hobart– 16 February 2024
�pQ Ș �pQ ` )\pPorinK Lope and trYst in ʌction
2:30pm – 3:30pm | Nothing bad ever happens here

Supported by University of Tasmania, Spiral Foods 
and Charlies Cookies

• Audience 954

Stella Day Out Melbourne – 9 November 2023
11am – 12pm The Language of Poetry
12:15pm – 1:15pm Talking Graphic Novels
2:30pm – 3:30pm The Stella Prize Story
�pQ %˗er tLe .aKYar

Supported by Creative Victoria, Spiral Foods and 
Charlies Cookies

• Audience 1,032

Coming 2025:
StePPa (a] 3Yt &risFane Ș �� %YKYst ����
StePPa (a] 3Yt 'YrFan Ș � SepteQFer ����
StePPa (a] 3Yt 'anFerra Ș �� SepteQFer ����
StePPa (a] 3Yt S]dne] �  �� 3ctoFer ����
StePPa (a] 3Yt &aPParat Ș �� 2oZeQFer ����
StePPa (a] 3Yt 3ranKe Ș �� 2oZeQFer ����
StePPa (a] 3Yt 1ePFoYrne Ș �� 2oZeQFer ����

Thank you for the opportunity to 
meet readers, talk about my book, 
meet a new writer friend in Jessie 
Tu and travel outside of a capital 
city and be part of a wonderful 
community event. Maggie McKeller

I loved being part of the Stella Day 
Out program this year. As an 
author, we don't get a lot of 
opportunities to promote our books, 
especially in smaller cities. Having 
the chance to not only be part of a 
literary program from an 
organisation of the calibre and 
profile as the Stella, but to also get 
the chance to meet readers and sell 
books, was truly wonderful. Zoya Patel

STELLA PROGRAMS

STELLA DAY OUT
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StePPa (%= 398 8asQania� 9niZersit] oJ 8asQania� ,oFart� %Qanda 0oLre] �0
  
interviewed by Michelle Cahill (R)



StePPa PaYncLed a ne[ nationaP initiatiZe to proQote PiteratYre and Ket Ys o˒
of our screens with free books on public transport: stella ON THE GO.
• Take it
• Read it
• Keep it or pass on

StePPa pPaced a sePection oJ Jree FooOs [ritten F] %YstraPian [oQen [riters
on trams, trains, buses and public spaces across the country for people to 
pick up, start reading and then share again. 

Stella ON THE GO fosters a national conversation about reading – it does 
not Qatter iJ ]oY PoZe FooOs or LaZenȜt read one in aKes� tLe inZitation is
open to eZer]one to read as QYcL or as PittPe as tLe] PiOe JroQ tLese Jree
books. 

6eadinK Las QYPtipPe Feneʌts�
ȣ )Zen iJ it is onP] Jor a Je[ QinYtes a da]� readinK can Fe as e˒ectiZe as a

yoga class to calm you down.
• Reading allows us to inhabit and understand others’ perspectives, 

nurturing empathy.
• Researchers have shown that reading for 20 minutes a day can help 

you live longer.

This campaign has been driven by Instagram, TikTok and Facebook  using 
the hashtag #stellaonthego. If you have books you’d like to donate, please 
email info@stella.org.au. 

STELLA PROGRAMS

STELLA
ON THE GO 
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The Reading Climate project saw Stella and Melbourne Graduate School of 
Education deliver a targeted pilot program of professional development 
bookclubs for secondary school teachers. It recognises that writing by First 
2ations aYtLors is siKniʌcantP] Ynder�represented in %YstraPian secondar]
scLooPs and tLat cPiQate ʌction is a Kro[inK Kenre [Lere [oQen [riters are
making major literary contributions. 

9sinK tLe antLoPoK] oJ *irst 2ations specYPatiZe ʌction� This All Comes Back 
Now (UQP) as its starting point, the Reading Climate bookclubs investigated 
tLe po[er oJ stor]tePPinK to address enZironQentaP issYes� &] pYttinK
teachers and authors in dialogue with each other, teachers were able to 
develop a greater understanding of the texts and how to engage young 
people with these works in the classroom. This project continues as part of 
the Australian Research Council (ARC) grant into 2024.

3Yr in�scLooP StePPa societ] proKraQ continYes [itL )nKPisL teacLers
partnering with Stella to create lunchtime reading groups that read the 12 
PonK�Pisted [inners eacL ]ear� cYPQinatinK in a StePPa Societ] presentation
where students present their reflections with a writer keynote presentation. 

STELLA
EDUCATION

23Louisa Lim at the Year 10 Stella Society reflections. 



We have continued with our strong focus on community and outreach in 
2024 supporting writers festivals Australia wide and partnering to provide 
insightful talks celebrating the Stella listed and winning writers. 

Stella writers were represented in Sydney Writers Festival,  Bendigo 
Writers Festival, Adelaide Writers Week, Melbourne Writers Festival, 
Sorrento Writers Festival and Canberra Writers Festival.

Connecting Stella writers with audiences across Australia is a key aprt of 
oYr ]ear�roYnd sYpport Jor StePPa Pisted aYtLors� ;itL oZer ��� [riters
festivals Australia wide in major cities and regional centres, this project 
continues to grow.

24
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STELLA 
@FESTIVALS

StePPa at Sorrento SatYrda] %priP �� � 8Le 0iJe and 0eKac] oJ StePPa 1aria 1iPes *ranOPin�
0�6  %Q] &ro[n� /KsLaO %Oec� *iona S[eet � 1oniUYe (i1attina and 'Pare ;riKLt



Stella Salons provide further exposure for Stella writers via bespoke 
[orOpPace conZersations LePd at proQinent proJessionaP serZice ʌrQs and
the corportate sector.

Stella curates an exclusive conversation between an outstanding Stella 
Pri^e�Pisted aYtLor and a LiKL�proʌPe Lost� +Yests LaZe tLe opportYnit] to
ask questions and mingle with the speakers, and signed copies of the Stella 
Pri^e�Pisted FooO are proZided�

Stella Salons promote and celebrate gender equality, storytelling, and the 
role of books and reading in society.

8Le speciʌc tLeQes� Losts� and tiQinK are aPP adaptaFPe� and [e respond to
the needs of the organisation with a customised program for the event.

While perfect for any time of the year, many of our Salons are activated 
dYrinK tLe [eeO oJ -nternationaP ;oQenȜs (a] on � 1arcL eZer] ]ear�
proʌPinK tLe iQportance oJ proQotinK [oQen [riterȜs stories and
perspectives for all audiences alike.

STELLA 
SALONS
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HOW WE CONNECT

PUBLIC RELATIONS 2024

206
PIECES OF COVERAGE
Total number of online, 
offline and social clips

4.49M
ESTIMATED VIEWS
Prediction of lifetime views of 
coverage, based on audience reach 
& engagement rate on social

1.5B
AUDIENCE
Combined total of publication-
wide audience figures for all 
outlets featuring coverage

24.2K
ENGAGEMENT
Combined total of likes, comments 
and shares on social media platforms

2626
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MARKETING

398(336 %2( 6)8%-0 S9PP368

-n ����� [e siKniʌcantP] e\panded oYr FooOsePPer Piaison proKraQ� [LicL ensYres tLat
bookshops are ready to promote Stella listed and winning books. 

*oPPo[inK a QaNor Frand YpPi˗ in ���� in partnersLip [itL oYr pro Fono aKenc] 'an]on
Brand, and with support from Spicers Paper, Southern Impact printing, and Alliance 
(istriFYtion SerZices� [e proZided Jree Keneric and PonK Pist FooOQarOs� FooO sticOers�
A3 posters and A4 window decals to 400+ bookstores across Australia. 

;e aPso proZided content Jor FooOstore and [ritinK association ne[sPetters� increasinK
oYr reacL tLroYKL sLared aYdiences� 3Yr ')3 attended 'oPPins &ooOsePPersȜ ����
nationaP conJerence� enKaKinK [itL tLeir ��� nationaP FooO stores� (]QocOs %YstraPia
posted social media tiles for The Stella Prize on all their channels. 

Bakehouse Studios displayed an 8 sheet rock poster of the winning book, Praiseworthy 
on Hoddle Street Melbourne, which was viewed by 4 million cars per week. 

Six exquisite videos featuring well known actors reading from the 2024  shortlisted titles 
[ere prodYced and disseQinated Zia sociaP Qedia cLannePs �  a StePPa ʌrst�

• 229 Bookstores

• 12,000 Bookmarks

• 5,000 A3 Posters

:ideo stiPPs oJ ���� SLortPisted FooOs� %ctors Pe˗ to riKLt JroQ top� 8asQa ;aPton� .ane ,arFer� 1aria %nKePico�

2icoPette 1inster� Saʌa %rain and 'aroPine Pee28

The beautiful design and colour of The Stella Prize marketing 
material stands out bringing sunshine into the book shop, 
alongside a sense of pending delight. Christine Gordon, Readings

BOOKSELLER 
SUPPORT 
AND OTHER 
OUTREACH



Celebrating Australian women 
& non-binary writers

stella.org.au

Principal Stella Prize supporters:

Stella Major supporters: Printed on Spicers Pacesetter Satin

Praiseworthy / Alexis Wright
Stella Prize Winner 2024

“The most ambitious and accomplished Australian novel
 of this century.” – Samuel Rutter, New York Times

stella.org.au

Samples of marketing material created by Canyon Brand

:ideo stiPPs oJ ���� SLortPisted FooOs� %ctors Pe˗ to riKLt JroQ top� 8asQa ;aPton� .ane ,arFer� 1aria %nKePico�

2icoPette 1inster� Saʌa %rain and 'aroPine Pee

canyon 2024 ©

stella A2 posters

FRONT

-  DOUBLE SIDED - DIFFERENT IMAGE
-  4CP PRINT (OFFSET)
  
-  PACESETTER SATIN 128GSM

PRINT DETAILS

BACK

60mm

20
0m

m
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CELEBRATING ALL WINNERS OF THE STELLA PRIZE

30

����� 'arrie 8i˒an]� Mateship with Birds 
2014: Clare Wright, The Forgotten Rebels of Eureka
����� )QiP] &itto� The Strays 
����� 'LarPotte ;ood� The Natural Way of Things
2017: Heather Rose, The Museum of Modern Love
2018: Alexis Wright, Tracker
����� :icOi 0aZeaY�,arZie� The Erratics
2020: Jess Hill, See What You Made Me Do
2021: Evie Wyld, The Bass Rock
2022: Evelyn Araluen, Dropbear
����� SaraL ,oPPand�&att� The Jaguar 
2024: Alexis Wright, Praiseworthy
�Pe˗ to riKLt top to FottoQ
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STELLA SUPPORTERS 

FINANCIAL	YEARS	ENDING		2023	AND	2024

223/24	TEAM 

Creative Director and CEO 
Fiona Sweet 
Programming 
Claudia Nankervis 
Communications 
Gabriela Munoz

Design and Brand Partner 
Canyon Brand 
Publicity 
Stacey	Piggott	Dreamtime	PR	 
Printer 
Southern Impact 
Distribution  
Alliance 
Web Developer 
Canyon Brand  
Photography and videography 
Samantha Meuleman  
Live Stream John Hewison

A special thank you to all our 
fantastic interns & volunteers. 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Megan McCracken – Chair  
(from 17/6/24) 
Keren	Murray	-	Chair		 
(until 2/5/24)       
Claire	Wivell	Plater	-	Deputy	Chair				 
Mary	Latham	-	Treasurer	 
Abbey Burns – Secretary

Michelle Cheng (appointed 10/8/23)
Nicole Freeman 
Eleanor Gay 
Jamie Irawan (appointed 27/11/23)
Sarah Jones (resigned 1/8/24)   
Michelle Law (appointed 16/8/23)
Elizabeth Shaw (resigned 2/5/24)
Melissa Smith (resigned 2/5/24)

AMBASSADORS  
Catherine Andrews, Jackie Frank, 
Virginia Haussegger AM, Jessie Hilton, 
Tanya Hosch, Clare Martin AO,  
Paula McLean, Anna Reynolds, 
Courtney Stewart

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO: 
Memo Hall, Theatreworks, Wheeler 
Centre, Western Sydney University, 
Creative Vic, University of Tasmania, 
Avid Books, Harry Hartog, Treasury 
Theatre, Melbourne Adelaide Writers 
Week: Suzanne Critchley, Louise Adler, 
Sydney Writers Fest: Ann Mossop

Founding patron 
Ellen Koshland

Major patron 
Paula McLean

Foundations
Benevity  
Boncal Family Foundation  
MECCA	M-POWER	 
Hansen	Little	Foundation
Hantomeli Foundation  
James N Kirby Foundation  
Key Foundation  
Koshland Innovation Fund 
Lambert Bridge Foundation 
McLean Foundation  
Mietta	Foundation
Panthera 
Robertson Foundation
WeirAnderson Foundation
Wilson Foundation

Stella star ($50,000+)
Anonymous x 4
Anita and Graham Anderson

Stella hero ($10,000 - $49,999)
Anonymous x 1
Caroline Beecham
Claire Wivell Plater & James Kirby Fiona 
Sweet
Janet Whiting AM
Keren	Murray	and	David	Dyer 
Pamela Petschack 
Rebecca Lim

Champion ($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous x 1
Jane Bridge
Joan Spiller
Margie Seale 
Phlyssa Koshland
Paula Nicholson
Suzi Carp

Stella partner ($1,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous x 1
Alice Hill
Anita Jacoby AM
Aveen Stephenson
Belinda Bardas
Caroline Ryan 
Cat Fay
Christine Christian AO
Elizabeth Lewis Gray
Elizabeth Shaw
Elly Gay
Jane Kunstler
Julia Champtaloup and Andrew 
Rothery
Kate Towey
Katherine Brazenor
Louise Jones
Mim	Bartlett
Nancy Fox AM
Nicole Freeman
Robin Low
Sue Terry

Stella friend ($500 - $999)
Anonymous x 1
Joanna Bird
Abbey Burns
Catherine Savage
Eve Mahlab
Mary Kosiak
Fiona McGauchie
Fiona McLeay
Jenni Klempfner
Joan Spiller
Joanna Renkin
Judith Fox
Karen Fehring
Katrina Holmes a Court
Kerstin Thompson
Le Trinh
Margaret McVey
Melissa Cooney
Mickie Tanna
Nancy Milne
Nicole Abadee
Robin Low
Sophie Graham Gee
Sophy Williams

Stella community (up to $499)
Anonymous x 2
Adriane Howell
Alane Fineman
Alice McCormick
Alison Booth
Andy	Griffiths
Ann Thompson
Annie Condon
Belinda Slater
Catherine Pearce
Catherine Richardson
Cecilia Rice
Chips Mackinolty
Elizabeth Hollingworth
Elizabeth Lhuede
Emily Readhead
Emma Batchelor
Esther Kisler
Frances	Letters
Freda Erlich
Helen Chick
Henny Smith
Jamie Irewan
Janet Savage
Jenny Fagg
Jessica Evans
Joanna Renkin
Jodie Martire
Joey Borensztajn
Karletta	Abianac
Katie Purvis
Kira Nelson
Leanne Nickles
Louise Bell
Lynne Jensen
Michelle Cheng
Marsha Tauber
Mary Kosiak
Michelle Law
Michael Livingston32
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Michael Ziegelaar
Michelle Opie
Milena Gates
2ataPie and -ndiKo (eZPin
Peta Campbell
Renu Binaykia
Robyn Tennant
Romy Moshinsky
Sally Loane
Samantha Blake
Sarah Bass
Sarah Masters
Shane Murphy
SiFa (iUer
Stefanie and Martin Kamener
Stephanie Powell
Susan Gallacher
Susan McCreery
8on] ,YKLes�(Ȝ%etL
Tuanh Nguyen
Verity Hawkins
Victoria Weekes
Vivienne Skinner
Vivienne Ulman
Zelda Rosenbaum

$250,000+
Helen Macpherson Smith Trust
McLean Foundation, Paula McLean and 
Rob McLean AM

$100,000 - $249,000
Anonymous x 1
/r]st]na 'aQpFePP�Prett]
Beverly Shelton Estate
Koshland Innovation Fund, Ellen 
Koshland
Serpentine Foundation, Rosie Williams
Trawalla Foundation, Carol Schwartz

$25,000 - $99,000
Berry Liberman
Jillian Broadbent AC
.Ystine and (aQian 6ocLe
/eren 1Yrra] and (aZid (]er
Margie Seale
Serps Hills Foundation
Sue Abrahams
Wilson Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous x 2
Anita Apsitis and Graham Anderson
Christine Christian AO
Claire Wivell Plater and James Kirby
(ann] &essePP
(iane &aPnaZes
)ste (arin�'ooper
Fran Lefroy
Eve Mahlab
Joanna Baevski
Johanna Featherstone
Julie Ireland
Michelle Gordon
Sandy Libling

Seri 6enOin 3%1 and (ann] &essePP
Sherry and the late Tom Gregory

$5,000 - $9,000
Bobbi Mahlab AM
Caroline Beecham and John Lydon
Caroline Ryan
Catherine Livingstone AO
Elizabeth Shaw and Shane Murphy
Jane Bridge
Janet Whiting AM
Juliet Lockhart
Lenore Robertson
Lynne Jensen
Michaela Healey
Panthera
Sharon Green
>oe (aZis

Under $5,000
Anonymous x 5
Abbey Burns
%daQ /e]es�8iPPe]
Alexandra Grimwade
Alison Barry
Aliza Knox
Amanda Miller
Amanda Thornton
Andrea Cosentino
%nd] +ri˓tLs
Angela Scarra
Anna Mezger
Anne Edwards
Anne Elvey
Antony Ede
%tLaPie ;iPPiaQs� 8iQ (aniePson
Ava Stephens
Carey Lonsdale
Caroline Chernov
Carolyn Clark
Carson Family
Catherine Milne
Catherine Richardson
Cathy Brigden
Chips Mackinolty
Christine Ingleton
Corinne Woodward
'osette PaneUYe
Cynthia Nadai
(aZid SPater
(eForaL *YPP[ood
(eFra ,YntPe]
(ianne 'YOa
(onica &ettanin
(Yncan &aiPPie
Elizabeth Hegerty
Enza Gandolfo
Erica Beaton
Fiona McLeay
Fran Bryson
*rancesca 6endPe�SLort
Georgia Lynas
Georgina Moodie
Giancarlo Ferraro
Gillian May
,eatLer 1otteraQ
Helen Tobias

Ilana Atlas
Janice Hirshorn
Janice Stuckey
Jeanie Faure
Joanna Renkin
John Boulton
Julianne Schultz
.YPie (a]
Julie Reilly
Kathryn Favelle
Katia Nizic
Katy Phillips
/a]e &aYdinette
Lillian Kline
Lois Booton
Lorre Zuckerman
Louise Harding
Louise Jones
Maddi Newling
1arie�0oYise %]res
Marion Slawson
Marjorie Brown
Mark Rubbo
Mary Rose
Meg Mckinlay
Melissa Smith
1erran (a[son
Michelle Garnaut AO
Milena Gates
1iQ &artPett
Morgan Harrington
Nancy Fox AM
Nichola Lefroy
Nicola Milne
Nicole Abadee
Nicole Freeman
Pamela Johnstone
Paula Cameron
PenePope ;ard�%QFPer
Penny Smith
PLiPippa &atten
Robyn Nagel
Ron Savage
Ros Bradley
S Reeves
Sally Holdsworth
Sandra Kanck
Sandra McCullagh
Sarah Morgan
Sherry MacKay
Sophie Cunningham
Sophy Williams
Sue Boxer
SYe (aLn
SYe (aP^ePP
Sue Mathews
Sue Murray
Sue Warburton, John Warburton
Susy Bogle
Tanya Licina
8ina (YneQann
Verity Hawkins
Wendy Bonnici
Wendy Handley
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SPONSORS

PRINCIPAL STELLA SUPPORTERS

STELLA MAJOR SUPPORTERS

)(9'%8-32 P%682)6S

EVENT PARTNERS

S8)00% (%= 398 P%682)6S

BALLAARAT
MECHANICS’
INSTITUTE

STELLA PARTNERS
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We would love your support for Stella
Please contact us at info@stella.org.au for more information. www.stella.org.au




