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Women’s writing 

A missing chapter in Australian literature

Literature is critical to a healthy, vibrant nation. Books 
and reading help us to understand ourselves, foster 
connections with others, and create a better world. More 
Australians are reading for pleasure than ever before, and 
research shows that reading is the second most popular 
way that Australians engage with arts and culture.¬

But what books we read, and who writes them, matters. 

For Australian women writers, the road to recognition 
has been long and fraught. For decades, women have 
been under-represented in the Australian literary sector, 
with major prizes, book reviews, and school curricula 
dominated by male authors. Without equal representation 
in our literary culture, books by women have not received 
the acclaim they deserve, and women’s perspectives have 
been unfairly diminished in our society.

Thanks to the work of Stella and the extraordinary 
generosity of our supporters and donors, this tide is 
shifting. To ensure it never recedes, we’re calling on our 
community to secure the legacy of Stella Forever – an 
endowment fund that will secure the Stella Prize for 
generations of women writers.

Together, we can achieve a more equitable, 
representative, and richer literary culture. Please join us in 
realising this ambition. 

 

Jaclyn Booton 
Executive Director, Stella
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¬ ‘Australia Council for the Arts’ 2019 National Arts Participation Survey

Keren Murray 
Chair, Stella Board

Alexis Wright

“A literary dialogue 
that allows us to have 

greater knowledge and 
understanding of each 

other, acceptance of 
difference, 

and respect for each 
other in our diversity, is 

what will make Australian 
literature truly marvellous, 
relevant, and far stronger 

than it has ever been.”

— 2018 Stella Prize winner
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A legacy for literature 

The Stella Forever Fund

In 2016, Stella established the Stella Forever Fund with 
a target of $3 million to endow the Prize in perpetuity. 
This commitment reflected the shared vision of both 
the organisation and its supporters to secure the 
legacy of the Stella Prize for future generations.

Stella launched the Fund with its first matching 
campaign supported by our visionary patrons,  
Paula McLean and Ellen Koshland. Thanks to the 
generosity of our donors, Stella successfully executed 
this campaign, reaching almost $1 million in 2020.

Now, we are delighted to announce a further 
commitment from leading Sydney philanthropist  
Paula McLean of $1 million – one of the largest gifts of 
its kind in Australia to date. This pledge is given with a 
matching challenge and call to action.  
The Stella Campaign seeks to raise the final $1 million 
to achieve Stella Forever’s campaign target of $3 
million by April 2022, coinciding with the milestone of 
the tenth Stella Prize.

The Stella Campaign is engaging with individuals 
passionate about gender equity, and literature, and 
the transformative power of philanthropy.  

We seek to mobilise those committed to action with 
the ability to match every gift thanks to the generosity 
and leadership of Paula McLean. 

We look forward to discussing how you can be 
involved in securing Stella Forever. 
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Paula McLean

“It’s been a special joy for 
me to champion the Stella 
Forever Fund. I hope it will 

inspire others to join me 
in this 10th anniversary 

campaign to secure the 
Stella Prize in perpetuity. 

Leaving a legacy that 
amplifies and celebrates the 

stories of women in all its 
diversity will be an enduring 

gift to Australian women 
writers and new  

generations of readers.”

— Stella Patron
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$500,000
Prize money awarded to date 

to women and non-binary 
authors.

Investing in Women’s Economic and Creative Futures 

 → Stella has invested over half a million dollars 
in outstanding women’s writing, through the 
distribution of prize money to Stella Prize-listed 
authors. 

 → Our residencies and retreats programs make 
new stories possible. Uninterrupted writing time is 
a precious resource for women authors to focus 
on their next book. 
 

Driving Systemic Change 

 → Stella is making a lasting contribution to building 
an arts and cultural sector that truly reflects the 
Australian population. Through our research and 
advocacy work, we’ve moved the dial towards 
equity and fairer representation in literary prizes 
and major publications across Australia.  

 
Unlocking Great Stories for Readers

 → Stella has an unparalleled reputation for 
increasing readership for outstanding books 
by women writers. By doing so, we give readers 
access to new voices, perspectives, and visions 
for Australia. 

 → Our schools and education programs seek to 
inspire and empower the next generation to 
find their own creative voices, challenge gender 
stereotypes, and participate in the world of 
books and reading.
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824% increase
Average increase in book sales 

the week after winning the 
Stella Prize

2012 2014 2016 2018

50% 
Gender parity

40%

49% of all reviews in 2018 were of 
books written by women,  

up from 40% when the Stella Count 
started in 2012

A champion for change  

Stella’s impact over the last ten years
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Ellen Koshland

“All countries have a public imagination, a set of 
stories by which they know themselves. In Australia 

these stories have been largely male… The Stella Prize 
is an opportunity to add to and fill out this picture, 

and create a fuller, richer, more accurate Australian 
story – one that represents us all.”

— Stella’s Founding Patron

Heather Rose

“We cannot know the books that might be inspired or 
awarded by the Prize, but we can be certain that over 

time they will reflect an intimate view of Australian 
culture that will be priceless. To ensure the Prize 

continues in perpetuity is a vital gift to Australian 
women writers now and long into the future.”

— 2017 Stella Prize winner

Mirandi Riwoe

 “I strongly believe that the Stella Prize has made 
the literary sector more diverse and inclusive. 

The Stella Prize, the Stella Count and the Stella 
Schools Program have illuminated gaps that need 

to be addressed.”

— 2021 Stella Prize shortlistee
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Tiny but mighty 

Our collective impact

Stella knows the value of a dollar. As a small 
organisation with ambitious goals, we achieve 
meaningful impact for our donors and authors.

Stella’s delivery of successful strategic 
initiatives is underpinned by robust governance 
and conscientious resourcing. With an average 
annual operating turnover of $460,000, Stella 
has delivered operating surpluses for five of 
the last seven years (FY15 – FY21). In mid-2020, 
Social Ventures Australia modeled the impact 
of a 20% drop in revenue across the Australian 
charity sector in response to COVID-19; their 
analysis concluded that Stella’s strong reserves 
would see us able to deliver our core activity for 
a number of years under such circumstances.

Stella proudly celebrates our community 
of 220+ individual donors and corporate, 
philanthropic, and government partners. Each 
year, an invaluable group of 40 major givers 
invest in our ongoing operations and Stella benefits from extensive pro bono 
and volunteer support from across the arts, not-for-profit, and education 
sectors.

We also know we must be bold to achieve lasting impact.

The Stella Campaign seeks to raise the final $1 million to bring the Stella 
Forever Fund to $3 million in corpus. With an estimated 4% annual return, 
Stella can confidently maintain our commitment to disbursing significant 
funds in the form of prize money for women authors for future generations.

The Stella Forever Fund is managed by the Investment & Advisory Committee 
of the Stella Board in line with the Stella Forever Fund Policy (2016). 

Donations to the Stella Forever Fund are tax-deductible with DGR1 tax status.

Programs

6%

Government

11%

Other

1%

Philanthropy

82%

Income

Expenditure

Fundraising

14%

The 
Stella Prize

45%

Other Projects

6%

Marketing

9%
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At Stella, we believe literature’s power for building empathy 
and engendering social cohesion stems from its longevity. 
Cultural change – like writing – is a  
long-term project.

Gender discrimination and sexism can only be tackled through 
the systemic, dedicated work of passionate advocates. As we 
have witnessed across the globe, important gains for women 
and girls can come under repeated threat due to the rapidly 
changing political and cultural contexts.

This is why we are committed to securing Stella for generations 
to come.

Now in our tenth year, the Stella Campaign seeks to be a 
catalyst for female-led philanthropic investment in our 
long-term vision for gender equality and cultural change in 
Australian literature.

By donating to the Stella Forever Fund, not only will your gift be 
matched and impact doubled, you will ensure that women’s 
voices have a prominent – and permanent – place in our 
national culture.

Get in touch to find out how you can be a part of  
this exciting legacy.
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Jaclyn Booton 
Executive Director 
0432 961 880

Keren Murray 
Chair, Stella Board 
0422 852 767

 

CONTACT

Melissa Smith 
Chair, Board Fundraising Committee 
0407 222 855  

Literary equality 

A story worth investing in

Zoya Patel

“Change doesn’t  
just happen  

– it’s stewarded 
into reality through 
targeted activities  

like the Stella.” 

— Chair of the 2021 Judging Panel
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stella.org.au

info@stella.org.au

Stella acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land throughout 
Australia and recognises their continuing connection to land, waters, 

community, and culture. We pay our respect to Elders past and present 
and, through them, to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

Stage 3 (2022) • Ambition: 
to secure Stella Forever  
by April 2022. Become a Stella 
Campaign supporter today.

Stage 2 (2021) • Achieved:  
Additional $1 million commitment 
from Paula McLean

Stage 1 (2016 — 2020) • Achieved:  
First $1 million raised

Securing Stella Forever

Changing the story  
of Australian literature


